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1. After a brief flurry of speculation regardin events which were
believed to alter existinz conditions relating to psychological

a,

b.

Ce

d.

barometer matters, as reported in H3G~-A-518, this period has
been relatively quiet and no eppreciable enanges noted,

Hfunlecipal electionsg confirmed previous reports regardins the
apathy with which most people view the efficacy of the electors
process. In Guatemala Cilty the voters stayed away from the rol
in unprecsdented numvers. '

Surprisingly few comments were noted regarding the previously
reported meeting between Fresident AREENZ and high ranking army
officers. As this report is written ther- is nothing new to
state regarding the attitudes of army officers.

Speculation regarding possible Communist activity following the
return of FORTURY and GUTIERREZ has also subsided and probably
will not again achieve reporting significance until they actual.
arrive from behind the Iron Curtaln,

Zlection abuses, economic problems (6.g8., teachers! pay, seriou:
shortages of funds and supplies in hospitals, etc.), continued
conflicts among official parties, and an alleged blackmail
scandal involving a Congressman were tne principal topics of
conversatiqn during the reporting period, tut there were no
reports. related to these events which would tend to show signi-
ficant modification of prevailing attitudes.

1 December 1953 eorge L. Tranger
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